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Basis of this opinion 



1. 



With regard to the language, this opinion has been established on the basis of the international application in the language in which it was 
filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 



□ 



This opinion has been established on the basis of a translation from the original language into the following language 

, which is the language of a translation furnished for the purposes of international search (under 



Rule 12.3 and 23. 1(b)). 



2. With regard to any nucleotide and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and necessary to the claimed 
invention, this opinion has been established on the basis of: 

a. type of material 

| | a sequence listing 

| | table(s) related to the sequence listing 

b. format of material 

| | in written format 

j | in computer readable form 

c. time of filing/furnishing 

| | contained in the international application as filed. 

| | filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 
| | furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

3 I"! In addition, in the case that more than one version or copy of a sequence listing and/or tables) relating thereto has been filed or 
L - ' furnished, the required statements that the information in the subsequent or additional copies is identical to that in the application as 
filed or does not go beyond the application as filed, as appropriate, were furnished. 



Additional comments: 
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citations and explanations supporting such statement 



1. Statement 



Novelty (N) 



Inventive step (IS) 



Claims 
Claims 

Claims 
Claims 



1-22 



1-22 



Industrial applicability (IA) Claims 1—22 

Clai ms 



YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 

YES 
NO 



2. Citations and explanations: 

1 Reference is made to the following documents: 
Dl: US 4 417 293 A (LARIGALDIE ET AL) 22 November 1983 

(1983-11-22) 

D2: US 3 317 790 A (WHITBY KENNETH T) 2 may 1967 (1967- 
05-02) 

D3: WO 00/74188 A (MERCIER JOEL; GENIE ET ENVIRONNEMENT 

(FR) 7 December 2000 (2000-12-07) 
D4: US 4 542 434 A (GEHLKE ET AL) 17 September 1985 
(1985-09-17) 

2 Document Dl, which is considered to represent the most 
relevant prior art, describes (the references in 
parentheses apply to this document) a static electricity 
eliminator comprising at least one nozzle having a body 
defining a supersonic jet (122) for pressure reduction of 
a compressed gas, a corona tip (125) located close to the 
neck (124) of the jet and an electricity supply circuit 
(64) connected to the tip of the corona. 



2.1 The subject matter of the independent claim 1 differs 
from the subject matter disclosed by Dl in that the 
corona tip constitutes a surgical needle made of steel 
with chrome, the tip of which has a diameter of less than 



Form PCT/1SA/237 (Box No. V) (January 2004) 



WRITTEN OPINION OF THE 
INTERNATIONAL SEARCH INC AUTHORITY 



Internationa] application No. 

PCT/FR2005/001027 



Box No. V 



Reasoned statement under Rule 43bls.l(a)(l) with regard to novelty, inventive step or industrial applicability; 
citations and explanations supporting such statement 



30 micrometres . 

2.2 The subject matter of claim 1 is therefore novel (PCT 
Article 33(2)). The problem to be solved by the present 
invention can be considered to be increasing the 
effectiveness of the elimination of electrostatic 
charges, particularly for the treatment of polymers. 

2.3 There is no reference to the material, type or 
diameter of the needle in Dl . 

2.4 Document D2 describes the possibility of using a 
stainless steel needle (page 9, lines 13-15) the diameter 
of which is several micrometres (page 19, line 21) in a 
device for generating ions which makes it possible to 
maintain a specific ionic density on the interior of 
premises. This device is not suitable for the elimination 
of electrostatic charges in an industrial environment. It 
does not reveal the use of a surgical needle as the 
emitter . 

2.5 Document D3, describes (the references in parentheses 
apply to this document) the elimination of electrostatic 
charges in the treatment of plastics (see column 3, line 
4 6) and the use of a needle of about 10 micrometres 
diameter in a sonic jet nozzle (claim 1) . Dl does not 
indicate the type and the material of the needle nor the 
use of a supersonic jet . 



2.6 Document D4, describes (the references in parentheses 
apply to this document) the use of surgical needle 
(column 5, line 61) in an ion generator used for the 
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control of concentrations of ions in open spaces (rooms 
of a house) . It is not suitable for electrostatic 
discharge in an industrial environment such as in the 
treatment of polymers. It does not indicate the diameter 
of the needle and does not relate to the use of a 
supersonic jet. 

3 The combination of features presented in claim 1, in 
particular a surgical needle made of steel with chrome, 
the point of which has a diameter of less than 30 
micrometres is not explicit or mentioned implicitly in 
the prior art (D1-D4) . 

The solution to the problem proposed (paragraph 2.2) in 
claim 1 of the present application is therefore 
considered to involve inventive step (PCT Article 33(3)). 



4 Claims 2-22 depend on claim 1 and therefore also 
satisfy as such the requirements of the PCT with regard 
to novelty and inventive step. 
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